German Land Combat Unit TOEs and Actual Organisation, 1941

ii. Ist Wave Infantry Division Variations: Actual Organisation and Equipment

For a variety of reason, mainly to do with equipment availability, most of the infantry divisions in any
particular wave did not conform exactly to the standard ‘wave’ TOE. On 22nd June 1941 there were 26 1st wave
infantry divisions in the German Army: these were the 1st, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 11th, 12th, 15th, 17th, 21st,
22nd, 23rd, 24th, 26th, 28th, 30th, 31st, 32nd, 34th, 35th, 44th, 45th, 46th, 50th and 72nd Infantry Divisions. All
these divisions, except the 46th Infantry Division, were deployed in the East in support of Operation Barbarossa
between 22nd June and 4th July 1941. The 46th Infantry Division was still in 12th Army (Yugoslavia-Serbia-
Greece-Crete) in June 1941 but was also transferred to the East Front (Army Group South) by 5th July 1941.

Of the 26 1st wave infantry divisions, only the 5th, 6th, 15th, 23rd, 24th, 26th and 31st Infantry Divisions
conformed to the standard “1st wave TOE’. Even here there was slight variations in the total numbers of LMGs,
HMGs and anti-tank rifles, as shown in table 5, 6, 15, 23, 24, 26, 31 | D. All the remaining divisions had at least
one significant organisational difference to the standard wave TOE, and which resulted in differences to the total
equipment and personnel on hand. The details of these organisational and equipment variations (and references)
are shown in the following tables.

e Tablel,111D

1st and 11th Infantry Divisions.

e Table7th1D 7th Infantry Division.

e Table8thlD 8th Infantry Division.

e Table9thlD 9th Infantry Division.

e Table12th 1D 12th Infantry Division.

e Tablel7thI D 17th Infantry Division.

e Table21st|I D 21st Infantry Division.

e Table22nd I D 22nd Luftlandung (Airlanding) Infantry Division.

e Table28th 1D 28th Infantry Division.

e Table30thI D 30th Infantry Division.

e Table32nd 1D 32nd Infantry Division.

e Table34th 1D 34th Infantry Division.

e Table35thID 35th Infantry Division.

e Table44th 1D 44th Infantry Division.

e Table45th 1 D 45th Infantry Division.

e Table46th 1D 46th Infantry Division.

e Table50th I D 50th Infantry Division.

e Table72nd I D 72nd Infantry Division.
s
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In all the tables above, the equipment shown in each division has been adjusted to take account of the
organisational changes/variations. This applies to the combat elements and the logistical support elements of the
division. The latter is normally shown in the B Sup (Battalion Support), R Sup (Regimental Support) and, most
importantly, the D Sup (Divisional Support) columns of each table.

In general, the term “division support units’ was a generic term which applied to the division’s
substructures which were not part of the division’s regiments. A division’s support units included combat
elements as well as the logistical support elements of the division. Thus combat units such as the division’s
reconnaissance, anti-tank, pionier and signal battalions; and non-combat units such as the commissary, medical,
supply and administrative units, were all division support units. To simplify matters somewhat these division
support units usually had the same numerical designation as the division itself. For example, the 7th Infantry
Division contained the 7th Reconnaissance, 7th Panzerjager, 7th Pionier and 7th Signal Battalions; and the
logistical support elements of the division were grouped as the 7th Divisional Supply Troops (shown in the
D Sup columns of each table). In turn the 7th Divisional Supply Troops normally comprised the 7th Butcher, 7th
Bakery, 7th Veterinary Company, etc. There were exceptions to this numbering system, but normally a phrase
such as the “7th Division’s Support Units” would be used to cover all smaller formations in the division that
were not part of the infantry or artillery regiments.

From these tables we can see that there are a number of noteworthy features relating to the equipment in
1st wave infantry divisions:

o0 All the divisions were equipped with 3.7cm Pak 36 and 5cm Pak 38 anti-tank guns as per the wave TOE,
except the 32nd which had only Pak 36s.

o All the divisions were equipped with modern German artillery; specifically 10.5cm le FH 18s and 15cm

SFH 18s.
o All the divisions were predominantly equipped with German motor vehicles.
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