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Table Pz Div June 1941 Created by Nigel Askey, 21/03/2011

TOE German Panzer Division, February-Summer 1941 (Combat, Signal, Transport and Supply elements)

Motorised Infantry Battalion

IPL ICo MgCo HIC^* B Sup*** I Bat InG Co HQ Co**^ R Sup*^^ I Reg ReB^^* MoCyBat~ ATB~* ArR~~ EnB*~ Sig B**~ D Sup*~~ Pz Division

(x3) (x3) (x1) (x2)

H Rifle Sqd 3 9 27 54 108 H Rifle Sqd

50mm Mor 1 3 9 18 3 9 48 50mm Mor

HMG 2 8 14 28 2 14 2 74 HMG

LMG 3 9 1 28 56 19 55 18 22 250 LMG

81mm Mor 6 6 12 6 30 81mm Mor

Trucks 7 32 23 22 12 153 11 16 6 222 65 75 53 165 156 35 375 1522 Trucks

Light Transport 5 13 7 13 48 9 14 5 92 36 58 34 228 47 41 82 782 Light Transport

Sdkfz 250 APC**** 26 52 Sdkfz 250 APC****

Sdkfz 251 APC***^ 71 6 150 Sdkfz 251 APC***^

Motor Cycle Sqd**^^ 2 2 4 2 14 3 8 2 39 26 61 8 20 15 4 25 263 Motor Cycle Sqd**^^

75mm Inf G 2 2 4 8 2 2 20 75mm Inf G

150mm Inf G 2 2 4 150mm Inf G

37mm ATG 3 3 6 3 3 24 42 37mm ATG

50mm ATG 9 9 50mm ATG

Light Halftrack^^^^ 1 1 1 15 30 59 Light Halftrack^^^^

Sdkfz 247 A Cars 2 1 3 Sdkfz 247 A Cars

Sdkfz 260/261 A Cars 2 2 2 4 5 2 2 12 29 Sdkfz 260/261 A Cars

Sdkfz 231/232 A Cars 6 6 Sdkfz 231/232 A Cars

Sdkfz 221 A Cars 8 8 Sdkfz 221 A Cars

Sdkfz 222 A Cars 8 8 Sdkfz 222 A Cars

Sdkfz 223 A Cars 4 4 Sdkfz 223 A Cars

Sdkfz 263 A Cars 3 1 8 12 Sdkfz 263 A Cars

Sdkfz 253 & 254 22 22 Sdkfz 253 & 254

105mm How 24 24 105mm How

150mm How 12 12 150mm How

Eng Sqd 3 3 3 9 3 3 24 56 Eng Sqd

Pz I (Pio)*~ 10 10 Pz I (Pio)*~

Ferry Bridging Sqd 20 20 Ferry Bridging Sqd

Pz IV Bridge Layer*^^^ 4 4 Pz IV Bridge Layer*^^^

Med Halftrack^*** 15 8 6 37 Med Halftrack^***

Heavy Halftrack^^** 2 Heavy Halftrack^^**

7 13 PzBefWg III

Armoured Infantry Battalion 1 1 PzMk I

IPL ICo MgCo HIC^^^ B Sup^** Arm I Bat 2 51 PzMk II

(x3) (x3) (x1) 77 PzMk III

H Rifle Sqd 3 9 27 H Rifle Sqd 30 PzMk IV

50mm Mor 1 3 9 50mm Mor PzBef 35t

HMG 2 8 14 HMG Pz 35t

LMG 3 9 1 28 LMG PzBef 38t

81mm Mor 6 6 81mm Mor Pz 38t

Trucks 3 6 6 15 36 Trucks PzBefWg I

Light Transport 2 1 2 7 16 Light Transport Panhard 178

Sdkfz 250 APC 2 8 5 7 26 Sdkfz 250 APC 28mm ATG

Sdkfz 251 APC 5 16 10 13 71 Sdkfz 251 APC 47mm ATG

Motor Cycle Sqd 2 2 3 1 12 Motor Cycle Sqd 105mm Gun

75mm Inf G 2 2 75mm Inf G 15cm sIG33 SP Guns

37mm ATG 3 3 37mm ATG

Eng Sqd 3 3 Eng Sqd

Panzer Regiment

Lt Pz Co Me Pz Co* Pz Pl^ HQ Co** B Sup*^ Pz Bat Lt Pz Pl ASig Pl R Sup^^ Pz Reg

(x2) (x1) (x2) (x1)

PzBefWg III 2 2 2 6 PzBefWg III

PzMk II 5 5 2 5 22 5 49 PzMk II

PzMk III 17 3 1 38 1 77 PzMk III

PzMk IV 14 1 15 30 PzMk IV

LMG 12 12 24 LMG

Motor Cycle Sqd 2 2 5 1 12 2 26 Motor Cycle Sqd

Eng Sqd 4 4 8 Eng Sqd

Light Transport 3 3 13 6 28 6 10 72 Light Transport

Trucks 14 14 19 1 62 1 1 28 154 Trucks

Sdkfz 251 APC 1 1 2 Sdkfz 251 APC

Light Halftrack 2 2 6 12 Light Halftrack

Med Halftrack^*** 8 8 Med Halftrack

Heavy Halftrack^^** 2 2 Heavy Halftrack
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* Although KStN 1175(Sd) dated 1 Feb 1941 called for 3 Medium Tank Platoons, no Medium Tank Companies actually had more then 2 Pz IV platoons (10 tanks) on the 22nd June 1941.

^ Reserve Tank Detachment. In Practise, few if any Panzer Battalions actually had a Reserve Tank Detachment with any tanks in the field during Operation Barbarossa (refer to the TOE of individual Pz Divisions).

** Stabskompanie (HQ Co Pz Battalion). Includes Company HQ, Light Tank Platoon, Signal Platoon, Scout Platoon (motorcycles), Engineering Platoon, AA Platoon and all company support elements.

The AA Plt had 4 dual mounted LMG's on Light Transports, (Kfz.4).

*^ Includes Tank Battalion HQ.

^^ Includes Panzer Regiment HQ and Panzer Regiment Tank Maintenance and Recovery Company

^* Includes Heavy Company HQ, 1x Antitank Platoon, 1x Infantry Gun Platoon, 1x Engineer Platoon and all Company support elements.

*** Includes Battalion HQ with Signal Detachment, Battalion Maintenance Detachment and HQ Trains.

**^ Motorised Infantry Regiment HQ Company includes Company HQ, 1x Signal Platoon, 1x Engineer Platoon, 1x Motorcycle Platoon (messenger), Company Maintenance Section and Company Trains.

*^^ Includes Motorised Infantry Regiment HQ

^^^ Armoured Heavy Company, includes: Heavy Company HQ, 1x Armoured Antitank Platoon, 1x Armoured Infantry Gun Platoon, 1x Armoured Combat Engineer Platoon and all Company support elements.

^** Includes Battalion HQ with Signal Detachment, Battalion Maintenance Detachment and HQ Trains.

^^* The Armoured Reconnaissance Battalion includes the Battalion HQ, 1x Signal Platoon, 1x Armoured Car Company, 1x Motorcycle Infantry Company,

1x Motorised Heavy Company and 1x Light Reconnaissance Column.

~ Motorcycle Infantry Battalion includes: Battalion HQ, 3x Motorcycle Infantry Companies, 1x Motorcycle MG Company and 1x Heavy Company.

The later includes Company HQ, 1x Antitank Platoon, 1x Infantry Gun Platoon and 1x Engineer Platoon.

~* Anti Tank Battalion includes the Battalion HQ, 1x Signal Platoon and 3x Anti Tank Companies. 2 Panzer divisions had an additional Heavy AT Rifle Platoon in their Anti Tank Battalions.

~~ The Artillery Regiment includes the Artillery Regiment HQ, HQ Battery (with a Signal Platoon), 1x Motorised Artillery Observation Battery, 2x Light Artillery Battalions and 1x Heavy Artillery Battalion.

On the 22nd June 1941, some Artillery Regiments were still in the process of converting from an earlier KStN which only called for a Signal Platoon in place of the HQ Battery.

For the purposes of this analysis, it is assumed that all the Pz Division's Artillery Regiments were 'authorised' the HQ Battery, although some had not yet fully converted.

7 Panzer Divisions had a Battery of 105mm Gun K 18s in place of a Battery of 150mm How sFH 18s in their Heavy Artillery Battalion (refer individual Pz Division TOEs for details).

The LMGs were usually dual mounted on cross country Light Transports for AA defence, (Kfz 4s)

*~ The Armoured Combat Engineer Battalion includes the Battalion HQ, 2x Light Combat Engineer Companies, 1x Armoured Combat Engineer Company, 1 Engineer Supply Column (Pz Division),

1x Mot Type B Bridge Column and 1x Mot Type K Bridge Column. The Sd. Kfz 251/5 and 7 were adapted to the combat pionier role with small assault bridges and mines etc.

The Pz I (Pio) were Pz Mk Is adapted for pionier 'demolition' duties and designated Ladungsleger auf Panzerkampfwagen I Ausf B. The original Panzerkampfwagen I armament was retained.

**~ Armoured Signal Battalion, includes Battalion HQ, 1x Armoured Radio Company, 1x Armoured Signal Company and 1x Light Signal Transport Column.

Armoured radio cars or similarly (radio) equipped transports usually replaced the PzBefWg III (Sd Kfz 266-268) due to shortages of the later, which were reserved primarily for the Panzer Regiments.

*~~ Includes the following (all motorised):

i) Panzer Division HQ, 1x Divisional Mapping Detachment, and Motorised Infantry Brigade HQ (Shutzen-Brigade HQ controlling the division's 2 Motorised Infantry Regiments).

ii) HQ Divisional Supply Battalion, 9x Transport Columns (30 ton), 2x Transport Columns (60 ton), 3x Fuel Transport (POL) Columns (25 m3), 3x Motor Maintenance Companies, and 1x Supply Company

1x Divisional Commissary Detachment, 1x Butcher Company, 1x Baker Company, 1x MP Platoon (incl motorcycles) and 1x Field Post Detachment.

iii) Medical services, made up of 2x Medical Companies and 3x Ambulance Platoons.

**** The Sd. Kfz 250 was not available in June 1941 as manufacture had just started in that month. In practise (in 1941) it was usually replaced by the range of available

transport vehicles such as KFz. 15, 16, and 70. Sd. Kfz 250s usually had an additional detachable LMG mounted on the top front.

***^ Sd. Kfz 251's usually had at least one additional detachable LMG mounted on the top front. Examples are Sd. Kfz 251/1, (HMG carrier), Sd. Kfz 251/2, (81mm Mortar carrier), Sd. Kfz 251/4 (IG towing vehicle),

**^^ The 1941 Panzer Division had over 1350 motorcycles. Many of these were heavy motorcycles equipped with powered wheel sidecars and detachable LMG's.

A typical German Motorcycle Infantry Squad (with a squad LMG) usually used 4 motorcycles with sidecars, and occasionally 8 motorcycles.

*^^^ The Bruckenleger IV utilised a Pz IV tank hull to transport and position a 11m heavy bridge span. Only 20 units were ever manufactured but 16 were reconverted back to Pz IV tanks.

^^^^ Light Halftracks include 29 Sd.Kfz 10 (1 ton) halftracks and 30 Sd.Kfz 11 (3 ton) halftracks. The Sd.Kfz 11 halftracks were all in the Artillery Regiment's 6 Light Field Howitzer Batteries (105mm howitzers).

^*** Medium Halftracks were all Sd.Kfz 7 (8 ton).

^^** Heavy halftracks were all Sd.Kfz 9 (18 ton), and they were all in the recovery and maintenance units in the Panzer Regiment.

Tank maintenance and recovery platoons used the Sd.Anh. 115 (10-12 ton) tank transporter trailers for light tanks, and the Sd.Anh. 116 (22 ton) tank transporter trailers for medium tanks.

References,

Niehorster, L.W.G, German WWII Organisational Series, Volume 3/I, Mechanized Army Divisions (22.06.1941), The Military Press, Milton Keynes, UK, 2004 pp. 10 and 32 - 55.

Nafziger, G.F., The German Order of Battle, Panzers and Artillery in World War II, Greenhill Books, London, 1999, pp. 23 - 25.

Jentz, T., Panzer Truppen, The Complete Guide To The Creation And Combat Deployment of Germany's Tank Force 1933-1942, Schiffer Military History, Atglen PA, 1996, pp. 146-150.

Mueller-Hillebrand, B., Das Heer 1933-1945, Frankfurt am Mein 1956, Vol 1 and 2, Verband der Truppen der deutschen Wehrmacht und Waffen SS 1939-1945, (note Vol lI pp. 182 -183).

Boog, H., et al. Germany and The Second World War, Volume IV, The Attack On The Soviet Union, Oxford, University Press, Oxford, 1996, p. 222.

Chamberlain, P., Doyle, H., Jentz, T., Encyclopedia of German Tanks of WWII, Arms and Armour Press, London, 1994, pp.20, 21, 26, 29, 30, 62-72, 91-94, 114, 115, 162-179 and 191-205.

U.S. War Department,. Handbook On German Military Forces, Louisiana State University Press, Baton Rouge, 1990, pp. 102-104, 125, 135-139 and 177.

Culver, B., Laurier, J., Sdkfz 251 Half-Track 1939-1941, New Vanguard, Osprey Military, Oxford, 1998, pp. 13 and 33.

Perrett, B., Culver, B., Laurier, J., German Armoured Cars and Reconnaissance Half-Tracks 1939-45, Osprey Military, Oxford, 1999, p. 18.

Frank, R., German Light Half-Tracked Prime Movers 1934-1945, Schiffer Military History, Atglen, PA, 1997.

Frank, R.,German Medium Half-Tracked Prime Movers 1934-1945, Schiffer Military History, Atglen, PA, 1997.

Frank, R.,German Heavy Half-Tracked Prime Movers 1934-1945, Schiffer Military History, Atglen, PA, 1996.

Glantz, M., Stumbling Colossus, University Press of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas, 1998, p. 154.

Michulec, R., 4 Panzer Division on the Eastern Front 1941-1943, Concord Publications Co, Hong Kong, 1999.

Beiersdorf, H,. Bridgebuilding Equipment of the Wehrmacht 1939-1945, Schiffer Military/Aviation History, Atglen, PA, 1998, pp. 3-9.

Ellis, C., Wheeled Vehicles of the Wehrmacht, Avocet Books (in asocc with Kristall Productions), UK, 1988 edition.

Michulec, R., Wehrmacht Support Vehicles, Concord Publications Co, Hong Kong, 1999. Copyright, Nigel Askey, March 2011.


	TOE Pz Div

